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From: Chief Executive

HEALTHCARE FOR THE FUTURE – WNE CUMBRIA

1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 This item outlines The Future of Health care in West, North & East Cumbria 
Public Consultation Document and the proposal contained within. The meeting 
will provide an opportunity for the Committee to hear from a range of witnesses 
to gather evidence on the likely impact of the proposals being consulted upon.

2.0 ISSUES FOR SCRUTINY

2.1 The Cumbria Health Scrutiny Committee is asked to:

i. Receive the Pre Consultation Business Case and the Consultation 
Document and take evidence from a range of stakeholders.

ii Seek any clarification it requires on the PCBC and Consultation 
proposals

iii. Consider what further updates it may require; and
iv. Agree that once the consultation has completed the Committee will 

receive a report on its outcome, at this stage the Committee can make a 
judgement if the proposed changes would not be in the interests of the 
health service in its area it may decide to refer to the Secretary of State 
as per Stage 3 of the variation protocol.

3.0 BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

3.1 The Cumbria Variation Protocol states that where the parties agree that a 
proposed variation is substantial (which was agreed at the 24 February 
meeting) the Committee will provide comments/recommendations to the NHS 
Organisation which will then consider the comments and go out to consultation 
formally with the relevant stakeholders in accordance with the relevant 
legislation.

3.2 The Committee received an update from the Success Regime/CCG on the draft 
clinical Strategy at its 13 April meeting and again at its meeting of the 25 July.  
At these meeting the Committee had opportunity to make comments and 
recommendations about the proposals for public consultation, and consultation 
process itself.



3.3 Once the consultation has completed the Committee will receive a report on its 
outcome. The Committee can then make a judgement on whether the proposed 
changes would, or would not, be in the interests of the health service in its area. 
Where the Committee consider the proposals would not be in the interests of 
the health service in the area it may decide to refer the matter to the Secretary 
of State as per Stage 3 of the variation protocol. Committee members should 
be mindful of the Council’s guidance, set out within the Members Code of 
Conduct, on predetermination until this decision is taken.

3.3 The Committee may wish to consider the level of information which has been 
provided as part of the consultation and seek clarification on any of the issues 
raised.

3.4 The Committee may also consider what further updates it may require on 
progress that is being made. 
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Chief Executive
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Appendix

Appendix 1 - The Case for Change - PRE-CONSULTATION BUSINESS CASE
Appendix 2 - Healthcare for the Future – WNE Cumbria – Consultation Document
Appendix 3a – Covering report from Healthwatch
Appendix 3b – Engaging People in the NHS Success Regime

Previous Relevant Council or Executive Decisions

None

Background Papers

None
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